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Once again, Odessa and the Permian Basin has decided to “do our own thing” in the housing and commercial markets. Regardless of market fluctuations elsewhere in the country and in 
Texas, in Ector County and the City of Odessa new construction continues and local property values are still appreciating.  Based on recent social media posts, there are property owners 
who may not understand the “building blocks” that make up your property tax, beginning with the valuation process. 

Appraisal notices have been delivered for real estate, and business personal property notices will be mailed in the next few weeks.  All property owners should receive notices by the end of 
May.  If you have not received a notice for each of your properties by May 31, you should call our office. 

Texas Law requires the appraisal district to discover, list, and appraise all taxable property within Ector County.  We are required to notify the taxpayer of our opinion of market value, or 
the price you could expect to receive for the sale of your property. We must also inform you of the amounts deducted from your market value for qualified exemptions for each taxing entity 
and your rights as a taxpayer. 

As the taxpayer, you have the right to protest any of the information on your notice.  To protect that right, please check your notice carefully.  Verify the ownership and mailing address 
information.  If the property is your principal residence, make sure you are receiving the exemptions to which you are entitled.  If the property is used for agricultural purposes and you 
have filed for special appraisal, verify the market and agricultural values of your land.   

You should make your own evaluation of the current market value of your property and contact us if you believe our proposed value is not accurate. Visit our website at www.ectorcad.org 
and compare your property to others in your neighborhood. With that material, you can then discuss your value in an informal meeting with our appraisers.  We begin informal meetings 
with property owners as soon as notices are mailed.  In the informal, you and your appraiser will be able to exchange information about your property such as square footage, physical 
condition, quality of construction, and recent sales for properties comparable to yours.   

If you cannot reach an agreement with the appraiser, you may file a protest and present your evidence to the Appraisal Review Board. With the information provided by our staff appraisers 
in the informal meeting, you will be well informed concerning the evidence the district will be presenting at the hearing.  The final protest deadline is May 15 or 30 days after your notice is 
mailed.  Members of the ARB are not appraisal district employees, but independent local men and women with varied backgrounds and business experience.  If you don’t agree with the 
ARB determination, you have a final appeal process through arbitration, mediation, or in district court.  

We will appraise approximately 95,000 real estate and business personal property accounts and approximately 152,000 mineral properties this year, and we understand the potential for 
inaccuracies. Our job is to maintain ownership records, administer exemptions, and determine market value.  We do a better job with your participation, so please check your notice 
carefully to ensure the accuracy of your assessment.  Errors discovered now are correctible, but failure to timely protest could be time-consuming and costly when you receive your tax 
statement. We are a Wild West state and a county founded on “do your own thing”, but the goal of the ECAD staff is to also do the right thing in the ad valorem valuation process. 
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