
 

 

 

 

 

 

Homestead Designation Mailings 

 

The appraisal district is regularly contacted by homeowners who have unnecessarily paid money to 

solicitors who, for a fee, offer to file homestead exemption forms.  In most cases, the property owner is 

already receiving all qualified exemptions. 

There is no charge for a homeowner to file his or her homestead exemption application with the appraisal 

district.  Ector County Appraisal District (ECAD) urges property owners who receive these types of 

solicitations to check with the appraisal district before responding to the offer.  These solicitations are not 

illegal, but they are completely unnecessary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taxpayer Alerts 

Before you pay any fees or agree to share any exemption refund monies, please contact 

the appraisal district.  We will help you determine if there are any exemptions for which 

you qualify but are not yet receiving. 

 



Unclaimed Money Solicitations  

 

ECAD also receives complaints from homeowners after being misled by letters that offer to help them 

recover unclaimed government funds if the homeowner signs an agreement giving the solicitor a portion 

of the recovered money.  Then, the solicitation firm simply provides the homeowner with a partially 

completed homestead exemption application form. 

Once the homeowner has agreed to pay the solicitor a part of the refund, he or she loses that portion of 

any potential tax refund.  Many of these firms may then sue in small claims court if the individual refuses 

to pay.  Again, there is nothing illegal about this type of solicitation.  And again, there is no benefit to the 

taxpayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

Residential Exemption Information 

 

The homestead exemption is the single most important tax break available to homeowners.  You are 

eligible if you meet these requirements: 

▪ You owned and occupied your home on January 1st of the application year; 

▪ Neither you nor your spouse has claimed a residence homestead exemption on any other 

property; and 

▪ The mailing address listed on your Texas ID matches the property location listed on your 

homestead application. 

Homeowners who are over 65 years of age, or who are totally and permanently disabled (as defined by 

Social Security) are eligible for additional exemptions.  The exemption is effective for the year they turn 

65 or become disabled. 

For additional information about property tax homestead exemptions, contact ECAD.  Our office hours 

are Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
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